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I am Ahmet Bolat,
a 25-year-old student
from Turkey. I came
to Japan to pursue
my master’s degree

at the Environmental

Chemistry and
Chemical Engineering Department, Graduate
School of Science and Technology for
Innovation, Yamaguchi University.

I was born in a small city in Turkey called
Igdir. Since my father was a government
employee, my family had to move frequently,
and I lived in several different cities in
Turkey.

Since high school, I have been studying
away from my family in order to pursue
better educational opportunities. As a result,
I became accustomed to living apart from
them, though it has never been easy.

My interest in Japan began during my
high school years, mainly through the anime
I watched. At that time, I even learned a bit
of the Japanese alphabet. However, since my
only motivation was anime, my studies did
not last long.

During my bachelor’s degree in Turkey,
I had opportunities to meet people with
connections to Japan, which reignited my
curiosity. I began learning more about
Japanese culture and strongly wished to
experience it first-hand. I applied for the
Japanese Government Scholarship to pursue

my graduate studies in Japan, and when I

was accepted, I was overjoyed.

Now I live in Ube, a small and charming
city in Yamaguchi Prefecture. Ube may not
have the tourist attractions or conveniences
of larger cities, but I would never consider
leaving for a big city. I have always wanted
to live in a calm place with no tall buildings,
little traffic, and fewer crowds, while still
having places where I can spend time with
friends from time to time.

My weekdays mainly consist of going to
the laboratory from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Afterward, I usually spend time hanging
out with friends or taking a walk around
the city. On weekends, I try to take care
of household chores, and on Sundays I play
soccer with friends in Ube.

My research mainly focuses on green
energy production using seawater and river
water through a process called reverse
electrodialysis. I am investigating ways to
improve the performance of this system.

During national holidays or lab breaks, I
enjoy traveling around Japan. So far, I have
visited many famous places in Yamaguchi
Prefecture, such as Motonosumi Shrine,
Akiyoshido Cave, and Hinoyama Park.
Outside of Yamaguchi, I have been to
Fukuoka, Hiroshima, Nagoya, Nagano, and
Tokyo. I especially enjoy visiting nature
spots and historical sites, with a particular
interest in castles. My most memorable
visits so far have been to Nagoya Castle

and Inuyama Castle. I recently learned that
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there are twelve original castles in Japan,

and Inuyama Castle is one of them. Before
leaving Japan, I hope to visit all twelve. I
also dream of visiting Kyoto for its temples
and scenery, as well as Hokkaido in winter
to experience its famous cold climate.

I also love trying local foods wherever

I travel. Japanese cuisine has been an

amazing experience for me, offering flavors
I could never find in Turkey. My favorite
dish so far is sushi, which is why I regularly
visit my favorite sushi restaurant, Sushiro.
As for regional specialties, I especially
enjoyed tenmusu in Nagoya, a bite-sized rice
ball with shrimp tempura inside, wrapped
in seaweed, similar to onigiri. If I have
the chance to return to Nagoya, I would
definitely like to eat it again.

I have already made so many memories
in Japan, and I hope to create many more
during my time here. Living in Ube and
exploring different parts of Japan has not
only given me unforgettable experiences
but also helped me grow as a person. I
look forward to continuing my research,
deepening my understanding of Japanese
culture, and building friendships that I will

carry with me long after I return to Turkey.
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