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My name is Vaibhav Katiyar. Recently,
I have joined as a project assistant
professor in graduate school of sciences
and engineering for innovation at the
Environmental Engineering, Yamaguchi
University. Due to my keen interest in

solving current problems of the disasters in

Asian region, I chose to come to Yamaguchi
university in 2018 for further studies. Last
year in 2021, I completed my PhD on the
topic of Near-real-time flood mapping using
remote sensing and artificial intelligence.

I am currently a member of Space
technology utilization lab, which has been
headed by Prof. Masahiko Nagai. Our lab
mainly focuses on utilizing various kinds of
remote sensing tools such as UAV, mirror
array etc. and data such as satellite and
UAV images to solve the environmental
problems mainly related to various kinds of
disasters. I am mainly working on providing
the Deep Learning based solution for SAR
and optical satellite images with a focus on
disaster applications. These solutions are
utilizing Big Data and recent developments
in the artificial intelligence domain.
Similar solutions can be further extended
in other industries such as agriculture,
infrastructure monitoring etc.

This lab truly has an international
character. Out of 20 members 40-50% belong
to different countries, coming from more
than five countries. This gives a chance to
not only develop close collaboration with
different countries’ research labs and
universities but also helps to learn about
cultures of other nations. While we focus
on our respective research, we also enjoy
being together and arranging various
kinds of parties such as potluck party with
each nationals’ local dish or fE } (sakura
viewing) or BBQ. Diversity makes these
parties more fun and uplifting the spirit of
all the members. Our lab practically shows

unity in diversity.
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Before coming to Yamaguchi University
for my PhD, I had finished my masters from
Asian Institute of Technology in Thailand.
I had also worked as a researcher in
National Institute for Research in Computer
Science and Automation (INRIA) , Sophia
Antipolis, France. These experiences of
mine had increased my desire to know
more about the culture and people of the
different places. This is why after coming to
Japan, I have been participating in various
B, A D
(Orange picking) , 7538 (tea ceremony) ,
Mochi making, Z X4] % (Soba making) ,
Beach cleaning, City exploration with locals,

kind of activities such as

get-together with high school students and
others. Even though Covid-19 has restricted
most of the physical activities, I still try
to attend some virtual cultural events and
others.

Being a quiet and calm city, Ube provides
a perfect environment to focus on study
and research. Easy access to Tokiwa Park
from the engineering campus provides a

much-needed break from the continuous

stress of research. Along with it, all the
basic necessities can be accessed in close
proximity, so I have never faced any
problem in staying here. Though language
limitation does create some restrictions,
with the help of my friends, colleagues,
international-support staff at university
and friendly locals, I am able to manage
everything. My Nihongo learning classes
were hampered by the pandemic situations
which I am hoping will return to the
normal functioning of physical classes soon.
I am certainly enjoying my time in Japan
and Ube city which can be seen by my
continuous working at the University. I am
also learning the new tools and techniques
in my field and developing relations with
various experts all over the Japan. I want
to utilize these experiences and contacts
to enhance the close research collaboration
among India and Japan by becoming the
bridge between both the countries. Looking
forward to further progress in research
work and good time at Japan and specially

at the Yamaguchi University.
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